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INTRODUCTION

For quite some time, many organizations and groups working in the Jhuggi bastis of Delhi have been raising issues relating to the health and education of the poor children. Their perseverance has paid in terms of progress made in greater enrolment rates of children at the primary level but there are still big gaps on issues of equity and quality. Lakhs of children (school-going, as well as young children in the age group of 0-6 years) residing in the bastis of Delhi still have problems accessing government services. These problems have been compounded by the recent spate of demolition and displacement drives uprooting millions of Delhi slum dwellers.  

BOX

Demolition and Displacement in the Bastis of Delhi

Total Jhuggi bastis                                     
 



1200

Total Jhuggies                                                  




6,00,000    

Population living in these Jhuggi Bastis       




35,00,000

Children in the age group (0-6years)                




5,25,000

Jhuggies demolished during the year 2000          




15,000

Displaced people during 2000                              




75,000

Guess how many children dropped out of the school ??

Thoughtless demolition of the old and new Jhuggi bastis, and resettling people in far flung areas without any planning, has long-term repercussions for children especially the young child in age group of  0-6 years. It further limits access to health services;  it increases the unemployment rate amongst men; it pushes a greater number of women into unskilled and poorly paid manual work; it decreases social security cover for poor families and deepens the divide between the rich and the urban poor. 

During the course of our work, we have continuously been confronted by the problem of Sibling Care – the burden on children, especially, the girl children, who have to look after young brothers and sisters. This problem is closely linked to widespread neglect of the needs of the young child under six.

BOX

Critical Situation of Young Children in the State of Delhi

IMR (Mortality rate per thousand children under one year of age):              65.4

USMR (Mortality rate per thousand of children under 5 years):                      83

Children on mother’s feed (of less than 3 month of age):                             20 %

 
Malnourished children                                                                                   42 %

Sex ratio of 0-6 years                                                 865 girls per thousand boys 

How does it affect the  development of children?

BOX

Status of Women in Delhi

94% of  working women are employed in the unorganized sector

On an average,  the women work outside the home for 7 hours and 14 hours in the home 

Very often women have to come back to work within a month of childbirth

No maternity entitlements and funds are provided by the employer 

40 %  women  suffer from anemia 

Engaged in the daily struggle of working outside the home together with household and childcare responsibilities, these women constantly need assistance and support to fulfil their multiple roles.  Poor working women can ill afford the luxury of exclusive breast-feeding and cannot provide their young children with a stimulating environment. Despite recognizing the problems faced by the poor working women, the government and other civil society agencies provide very few early childcare services to support working mothers. 

BOX

Childcare Services Provided by Delhi Government

Total number of children in the age group of 0-6 years                        19,23,995

Those enrolled in Anganwadis                                                                   94,000

Crèches (Child Care Centres)                                                                          239

Nurseries /K.G pre schools                                                                              833

As the figures above clearly indicate, there is a paucity of early childcare services. The  burden of childcare falls on the older children. More often than not, it’s the elder daughter who shoulders the responsibility of sibling care. Our field experience tells that these girls themselves are of a young age, and their development is affected as much as that of the younger children they look after. Malnourished from a very early age, along with the hindrances placed by their socio-economic problems, push these children from the birth onwards into  the vicious cycle of deprivation and poverty. While performing the duties of an adult from a young age, the sibling carers loose out on her childhood and, many a times, miss out on schooling and educational opportunities.

Probable Number of Sibling Carers in Delhi

 Total No. of  children of school-going age                              


 22 lakhs.

 No. of children out of school                                                   


6.7 lakhs.

 No. of girls out of schools                                         


More than 4 lakhs 

“How can children get school education when they are pulled into doing the house-hold work including the task of looking after their younger brothers and sisters?”

To study such related issues and problems, Delhi Chapter of FORCES called NEENV decided to undertake a participatory research study in 17 bastis of Delhi. The main objectives of this study were “To highlight the denial of child rights of both the sibling carers and the young child and to present the  neglect by the government and civil society towards the issue of lack of  support services for early child care and development.”
Four steps were followed during the course of the study:  

a) Gathering general information from the bastis covered in the study

b) Mapping existing civic and child care services in each of the bastis 

c) Conducting Group Discussions with women and children 

d) Doing Case Studies of the sibling carers and their mothers 

                                                              -5-

While doing this study, more emphasis was laid more on the qualitative rather than on the  quantitative and enumerative aspects of the issue. However, a set of quantitative indicators related to the issue  have also been presented. More than merely being a survey, the study was designed in a manner to encourage collective thinking and group work in a participatory manner.  The long experience of the participating voluntary agencies and their grip on the ground realities of the bastis under study, contributed greatly to the analysis of the issues and the trends that were identified. Views expressed in this study are subjective and try to remain true to what children and mothers expressed during the group discussions and individual interviews.  Their experience not only helped in validating the picture of deficient and inadequate early child care services but also the  ill effects of sibling care on both the older and younger children.

This booklet is the culmination of the process of  putting together the analysis and conclusion arrived out of the multiple discussions, mapping of childcare services and individual case studies which were undertaken. The publication of the report in 2002 ( in Hindi) was accompanied by a Photo Exhibition which documents the life of the sibling carers most poignantly. 

Through this booklet, we hope to reach a wider audience and build stronger public opinion and advocacy to demand for improvement in the provision of the early childcare services in the poor and deprived areas of Delhi and elsewhere.  

We shall consider this to be a successful endeavor if it facilitates reflection and questioning among its readers.                                              

  


Oh!  the school train is moving on ….




      Oh!  the school train is moving on 

     Oh!  the school train is moving on 

                See how the boys of the rich have clambered on 

               See how the poor ones are left outside 

                Many girls have clambered on

               But oh!  half of them are  climbing  down  
                                                                        Oh!  the school train is moving on 

                                      Oh!  the school train is moving on …
My darling daughter says”  mother put my name down for school”

Say I, “ oh  how I want to, but what of your little brother

When I go to work and you go to   school?

Tears rain down my girl’s cheeks, my heart is breaking

As the school train passes us by

            


 And my girl is held back at home 
And the school train keeps  moving  on…. keeps         moving        on….






Adapted from Jyoti Mhapsekans’s   song in Hindi




 ……………………………………………………………………………………

Information about the Seventeen Bastis    

In the first phase of the study information was collected from seventeen bastis and Resettlement colonies where non-government organizations represented in NEENV were working. Information was sought on various aspects such as population,  its male, female and children percentages (in different age groups), work profile of the population, socio-economic status, civic amenities, educational and health facilities/services, enrollment and drop-out percentages of girls and boys, status of early child care services and other related aspects. Based on the information, maps were drawn of existing facilities in each of the bastis. 

Various Aspects of a basti……………………………………………(SHOWN IN A SKETCH)

Table

Information on 17 Bastis and their Location in Delhi  

	S.NO
	Name of the Basti


	Zone of Delhi
	Name of the Non-Governmental Organization

	1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9 

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17
	New Ashok Nagar

Nizamuddin

Kirby Place

Jwalapuri

Jagdamba Camp

Nangloi, A Block

Banuwal Nagar

Mongol Puri F,G Block

New Mazdoor Camp

Sanjay Camp

Nandnagri Extension Part-I

Udyog Nagar Part-II

New Shyam Nagar

Indra CampNo. 3, Vikaspuri

Yamuna Pusta

Rohini Extension Sector  - 25

Dwarka, Sector 16 A
	Noida (NCR)

South

West

West

South

West

West

West

South

South

East

West

West

West

East

West

West


	Rainbow

Hope Project

Mobile Creches

Navshristi

Navshristi

Navshristi

Dr AB Baliga Memorial Trust

Dr AB Baliga Memorial Trust

Navjoyti Development Society

Navjoyti Development Society

Chetna Welfare Society

Surakshit

Saya

Kislay

Vidya Jyoti

Nirmana

Alamb




Location of the 17 Bastis in the Map of Delhi 

An Eample of a Basti Map

Key Points Covered in the Basti Maps: 
· Facilities available for children for e.g. primary schools, balwadis, anganwadis (ICDS), crèches etc; health and drinking water facilities 

· Physical and social stratification of the basti (gullies, roads, planned and unplanned etc) 

· Profile of the working women 

· School enrolment and drop-outs etc.

Picture Emerging from the Basti Maps 

· It is clear from these maps that government facilities especially for children and women, are grossly inadequate and, in most areas, these run very unsatisfactorily.

· In most bastis, basic facilities (e.g. dispensaries, schools, anganwadis etc.) were seen only in the pucca settlements of the basti where a room or two was available for housing the service. Out of the 15 maps, only in Nizamuddin (E) basti, 7 anganwadis were found working whereas in Resettlement colonies like Nagloi, A Block, Sunder Nagri (Extn.), Mangol Puri (F/G Blocks) and Neb Sarai, these services weren’t available in the kuccha settlements such as jhuggis and temporary structures. 

There is no stipulation by law that basic civic amenities and childcare services should be provided   for these settlements, howsoever large these settlements may be.

· It was also clear from the maps that, within the Resettlement Colonies, the economic, social and educational status of people living in the clusters of kuccha jhuggi settlements was much lower when compared with those living in pucca houses in the basti. 

· The facility of government run crèches was not available even in one basti. In three bastis, non-government organizations were providing the crèche services for the working mothers.

· Even the primary schools were located at a distance of one and a half to two kilometers from the kuccha jhuggi cluster. The number of primary schools was inadequate to cater to the number of school going children in these jhuggi bastis.

· It was noted that many children from the poor families had dropped out from the school at primary and middle school levels. These children were either working for lowly or ill paid jobs in the casual labor sector or took care of their younger siblings at home and helped in domestic chores. Some of these children were going to the non-formal education centres run by non-government organizations.

· In all the basti maps, the working women were either scattered or concentrated in some clusters of the basti. It was noticeable that the concentration of working women was largely seen in the poorer parts of the basti settlements. 

· Women were working in the unorganized labour sector and/or in cottage and home-based industries where children were also involved in some parts of the production.

· In all these maps, there was a clear lack of government health services. Quack doctors or “Bengali Doctor” who didn’t have the required qualifications, largely covered the gap in services. 

What do These Figures Say ?

· Jhuggi settlements could be seen in all parts/zones of Delhi.

· There is a very dense population to the occupied area ratio. The construction of all the J.J. clusters is of temporary (kucha) jhuggies, but the floor is pucca and the roof is kuccha. There is only one-roomed accommodation which is an all-purpose room for sleeping, eating, cooking, bathing etc. There are no lanes, roads, sewers etc. 

· When compared with the data on education for Delhi, these bastis show up poorly with regard to adult literacy and  enrolment of children of school-going age. The literacy rate of parents was between 25 to 35 %. In the age group of 6 to 11 years, the educational status of both girls and boys was found to be quite opposite to those given by government. On an average, only 60 to 70 % of the boys and 40 to 50 % of the girls were continuing primary education.

It is essential to clarify here, that for this study, the sample was essentially drawn from the poorer parts of the basti settlements. It must also be pointed out that the figures and estimates given here were not exclusively collected for the study  - they were mainly provided by the non-government organizations who had collected them  from multiple sources during the course of their work in the bastis.  

Nature of Work and Income Levels in the Bastis 

	S.No
	Name of the basti
	% of households dependent on the earning of the woman
	Income (Rupees)

	
	
	
	Male
	Female
	Children

	1

2

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17. 
	New Ashok Nagar

Nizamuddin

Kribi Place

Jawala Puri

Jagdamba Camp

Nangloi (Block-A)

Banuwal Nagar

New Mazdoor Camp

Nandnagri Extn.

Udyog Nagar

Sham Nagar

Indira Camp No.3

Yamuna Pushta

Sanjay Camp

F.G. Block Mangolpuri

Rohini Extension

Dwarka
	30-40

10

3

70-80

80

5

30

20

20

2

-

30-40

30

65

25

25

35


	1050-1500 / month

80 / day

60-120 / day

50 / day

70 / day

80 / day

800 / month

50 / day

50 / day

70 / day

-

1000-1500 / month

60 / day

50 & 70 / day

1200 / month

30

1000 & 1500 / month


	1500 / month

60 / day

60 / day

30 / day

70 / day

40 / day

600 / month

50 / day

30 / day

60 / day

-

1000 / month

40 / day

50 / day

800 / month

60 / day

700 / month


	200-500 / month

40 / day

-

20 / day

30 / day

20 / day

200-300 / month

20 / day

10 / day

20 / day

-

300-1000 / months

15-20 / day

30-50 / day

200-300 / month

50 / day

300 / month




	S.No
	Name of the basti
	Employment in the unorganized Sector

	
	
	Male
	Female
	Children|

	1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17
	New Ashok Nagar

Nizamuddin

Kribi Place

Jawala Puri

Jagdamba Camp

Nangloi (Block-A)

Banuwal Nagar

New Mazdoor Camp

Nandnagri Extn.

Udyog Nagar

Sham Nagar

Indira Camp No.3

Yamuna Pushta

Sanjay Camp

F.G. Block Mangolpuri

Rohini Extension

Dwarka
	4 and 6

4

4

7 and 8

4 and 7

7 and 4

7

4

4 and 10

7,8 and 4

8 and 4

4

6 and 4

4

7 and 4

4

4 and 7
	6

5, 6 and 7

6, 7, 5 and 3

6 

5 

3

5 and 4

7, 6 and 4

4, 7

5, 4 and 7

5, 6 and 10

6, 7 and 4

5, 4 and 10

10 and 4

5, 4 and 10

10 and 4

5 and 4
	9, 7 and 10

6, 7 and 2

2 and 5

6 and 9

1 

3 

6, 3 and 9

6, 7 and 9

6, 1 and 3

9, 7 and 10

3, 9 and 10

1, 9 and 10

9, 10 and 6 

6

1, 7 and 9

9

6, 11, 3 and 9


Key: (A) Unorganised Sector 1. Tea Shop  2.Dhaba 3. Self-employed 4. Construction worker  5.House-hold help/worker 6. Rag picking 7.Factory worker  8.Technical work  9.Work relating to Sibling care 10. Cottage Industry work  11.Begging

· People in these bastis are almost entirely employed in the unorganized sector.

· Residents of these bastis provide services to the neighborhood middle class colonies at low wages. They are engaged in work like cleaning, washing and other household chores; as servants in shops, tea shops and dhabas; as cart pullers, sweepers and in small scale industries.

· Approximately, 25 to 35% households were mainly dependent on the income of the female members. In these families, the men were either away from home and were not sending money back or they didn’t have regular work.

· Income levels in most of the households under study did not exceed Rupees 3,000-3500/ per month ( the combined income of male and female members of the family) which forced them to live an impoverished existence. 

· Difference in the daily wages between men and women, was also a commonly observed pattern. This difference was more sharply observed   in the construction work sector.

· About 35 to 40 % children were found to be working to contribute to the family income. 10 to 15 % children were involved in home-based work along with their mothers. In most cases, parents took their earnings to supplement the family income.

·  In the unorganized sector, a difference could be seen in the types of work done by men, women and children. For instance, rag picking and cleaning in other people’s houses was mostly the work of children and women, whereas sorting out the rag pickings and its sale was mainly handled by men. In our study, not a single woman was found in the skilled work category. They were essentially working in unskilled and semi-skilled trades like agarbatti rolling, bindi pasting, making bindi and chappal moulds.

Status of Women’s and Children’s Health

· Barring 2-3 Resettlement Colonies, where there were government run Primary Health Centres, there was no provision of government health service in other bastis.

· Diseases associated with an unclean living environment, unsafe drinking water and dense population per square meter of land were commonly reported from all the bastis. 

· Borrowing money for treatment of illness in the family was a common story in most of the families.  

· Due to lack of access to qualified doctors in these bastis, they have little option but to avail the services of quacks that are easily accessible.

Maternity Entitlements and Services

· More than 85 % of women had home-based childbirth with the help of traditional dais. 

· Most working  women said that they went back to work within 7 to 25 days of childbirth. 

· None of the women working in the unorganized sector reported  having any maternity leave or any other maternity entitlements. Whatever provisions exist under the Construction Workers Act is only on paper. Maternity leave, maternity allowance and breast-feeding breaks, all this is  tall talk for them. Whatever respite and monetary benefits these women got were entirely dependent on  the good will of the employer and their predisposition to be charitable. Mostly domestic helpers were shown such benevolence by the mistress of the household.

Delhi – Full of Inconsistencies 

· Delhi has the highest per capita income of Rupees 17,068 in the country                                    

· More than 40 % of the population of Delhi lives below the poverty line.

· Drinking water is available for 96% of Delhi’s population   

· In kachi batis and jhuggi settlements,  there is one water source  per 200 households. 

· About 50 % of Delhi’s population does not have access to toilets in their houses. This causes great inconvenience to women and children.
· More than 50 % of the urban population of Delhi lives on footpaths, in  kuccha bastis and  jhuggi colonies.

Group Discussions with Women 

In the second phase of the Study, group discussions were held to consolidate and deepen the information collected from the 17 bastis in the first phase. Group discussions aimed at capturing various aspects of the life experiences of the working  women and from the older children who were involved in sibling care. 

An important aspect of the study was to get people to recall their experiences from childhood through adolescence, youth and adulthood. It could be the bitter sweet memories of childhood; the pangs of desires and frustration of unmet wishes; the experiences of marriage; the pain and joy of childbirth; the multiple household responsibilities; or,  the  kind of familial and social support systems available or the lack of them. These points were discussed while sitting in small groups with women and older children. This exercise was crucial for understanding the issue of early childcare from their perspective. What were their anxieties, aspirations and what did they want to demand for their young and older children? How and what were children expressing about their role as sibling carers? Understanding their world   view was a central issue in the study. 

Fifteen group discussions were held in which 324 women took part. 

Table : Status of Some Indicators Emerging from Group Discussions with Women

	S.No
	Name of the organization
	No. of women in each group discussion
	Responsibility of child care in            childhood

Age wise          Number (%)
	Child Labour

Age (when began)  % of  children

	1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15


	Nirmana

Nirmana

A.V.B.M.T

A.V.B.M.T

Vidyajyoti

N.D.S

N.D.S

Navsrishti

Navsrishti

Navsrishti

Kisley

Aalamb

Rainbow

Mobile Crèches 

Hope Project


	15

8

18

22

18

15

17

50

22

30

12

25

25

15

32

324
	   7                      All      

6-7  All

5-7  All

5-7  All

5-6  All

10                      All

10                      All

7-8  All

8-9  All

7-8  All

5-7  All

5-7                  All

5-7                     All

5-8  All

7-8                     All 
	6-8           50

8-10           60

8-10           60

8-10           50-60

7-9           40

9-10           75

8-10            60 

10-12            60 

10-12            60-70

10-12          50

10-12          80

    -                                   -

8-10               75

11-13           75

11-13                               5-10




Key Points from Group Discussions

· The average age of women participating in the group discussions was between the 25 to 35 years.  However, in some groups, a few women between the ages of 40 to 45 years also participated.  But this was not common. 

· The educational level of most of the women was up to 5th class or even less. There were a couple of instances where women reported educational qualifications up to  8th or 12th standard. 

· In all the group discussions it became clear that the age at marriage of women fell between 13 to 18 years. In some cases, where age at the time of marriage was between 13 - 14 years, their ‘gauna’ (i.e. the social custom allowing sexual cohabitation as husband and wife) was performed after the girl had attained puberty and was physiologically and socially more mature. The age of women at first childbirth was between 15 to 17 years.

· In these group discussions, women said, that on an average, they were pregnant   5 to 8 times. There were 3 to 7 childbirths per woman. Almost all reported poor health after successive childbirths. 

· Miscarriages were reported, however, actual estimates could not be ascertained from the group discussions. Very few women talked of their decision for undertaking medical termination of pregnancy. Due to understandable socio-cultural inhibitions, discussion on sex selective abortion was not forthcoming. 
Childhood Memories of Women 

What stood out were their experiences of poverty and financial difficulties. Under-fed; dropping out from school; low status of the girl child in the family; doing household chores from early age; looking after their siblings; working in others’ and own fields; marriage at an early age; having no information about their body and sexuality.  But there were also memories of playing with the dolls and chatting with friends. 

Dialogue 1 
“MORE OF DOMESTIC CHORES – LESS OF PLAY”

Dialogue 2 
“USED TO GO TO SCHOOL IN THE MORNING AND HELP IN DOMESTIC CHORES AFTER SCHOOL”

Dialogue  3 
“PLAYED FREELY UP TO THE AGE OF 4-5 YEARS BUT BY 9-10 YEARS I CARRIED A WHOLE LOT OF HOUSEHOLD RESPONSIBILITIES ON MY SHOULDERS”

Dialogue 4 
“MARRIAGE CHANGED THE WAY OF LIFE. Whatever fun and freedom we had enjoyed during early childhood was over as soon as I stepped into my husband’s house. Fun was replaced with burden of work and more work.”                                            
 

Key Points from the Group Discussions on Maternity and Childcare Services 

· Becoming mothers at an early age and childbirths with very little spacing, was the most common experience of most women in the group discussion across bastis. 

· More than 90 % women had home-based childbirths. Accessing government health services was only used as an option in difficult pregnancies or in an emergency at or before childbirth when the midwife refused to handle the case or suggested the woman be taken to a nursing home or a government hospital. Midwives from the basti, who were experienced but without licenses and without formal training, helped in home-based child births 

· Post-natal support to mothers was exclusively provided by the immediate family. It came mainly from the mother, sister-in-law or mother-in-law and it came by way of help in taking care of the new born and doing the household chores of cooking, cleaning etc. Other kinds of support mainly consisted in providing supplementary diet in the form of ghee, fruits, ladoos, cash and clothes for the mother and newborn. Most women recounted that they received support from their parents and in-laws during the first 2-3 of childbirths and, in the later births,  they had to manage on their own. In the later childbirths, help from the eldest daughter was taken to provide support to the mother in taking care of the newborn and doing the household work.  

· In all the households where women’s earning was crucial to met the family needs, the women returned to work as early as 5- 7 days after child birth or took leave for 20 - 25 days,  at the most.

· Talk of paid maternity leave, breastfeeding breaks or any other kind of Maternity Entitlements from the employer sounded like fantasies to the women. All of them were more concerned and anxious about  loosing their work and livelihood. They were too insecure to even think, let alone demand maternity benefits as their right from their employers.  

· Usually, an expenditure of Rupees 300 to 500 was reported to be incurred in a home-based childbirth.  In the case of difficult childbirths, expenditure on consultation fees, medicines and nursing home expenses were reported to be between Rs. 1000/- to Rs. 5000/- .

· Because of their working status, most of the women reported that they couldn’t exclusively breastfeed  their infants  for more than a month or two. Leaving behind their infants in the care of its older siblings and resorting to early bottle—feeding, was the commonly observed pattern.

· Negligible facilities for Early Child Care in all the bastis was the focal point of all group discussions.

Services of crèches, balwadis, primary health care centers, if available, were provided by non- government and other voluntary organizations or were run by some individuals as a private service enterprise. 

During all the group discussions, women expressed a strong need for the early childcare services to be provided by the government to ease their burden of childcare while they worked. 

They spelt out, in the following order of priority, the list of services which they considered essential for their children’s welfare: more primary schools (within easy reachable distance), balwadis (pre-school centres), supplementary nutrition for young children, health care facilities, free medicines, recreational space for children in the basti and crèches. The women also strongly articulated the  need to improve the accessibility, efficiency and quality of ICDS services, government schools and primary health centers.  

Lives of Overburdened Working Women - Aspirations and Anxieties for Home, Children and Themselves

· About 50 % of the women who participated  in the group discussions said that they started wage work from the age of 10 years and had to drop-out from school as a result. They continued to work till they were married.

· More than 95 % women reported to be working in the unorganized sector on very low wages. Most of these women were employed in small  scale industries, home-based work, selling vegetables, working as domestic help or as rag pickers.

· Most of these women discontinued working after marriage because of household, child bearing and child rearing responsibilities. It was after the birth of two to three children that economic necessity brought them back into the wage market. They worked mainly as domestic helpers and as construction workers.

· It was abundantly clear that the complete responsibility for running the house and taking care of children rested on the women’s shoulders. It was shared and partly transferred to the elder daughter once she grew to be 6-7 years of age. Despite being out of work and sitting idle at home, men did not share household and childcare responsibilities. This was true of most households, barring one or two exceptions. 

· In bearing the triple burden of house  work, childcare and wage work, women reported that they were, to a large extent, dependent on the help provided by their daughters.  In some instances, help came from women living in the neighborhood, but that was mainly a temporary relief and offered in times of emergency such as sickness or family conflict and/or destitution. 

· All the women recounted that sharing household work and childcare responsibilities from an early age was clearly imprinted in their own childhood memories. It was worth noting that only 25 to 30 % of these women were literate.  Most of them had to leave school even before completing primary school education.

The points emerging from the group discussions clearly indicate the unequal and unfavorable attitude prevailing in society towards women and girls, which,  more often than not, leads to the denial of their fundamental human right to non-discrimination, equality, freedom of choice, right to education, good health, well-being and economic opportunities. The denial of rights begins in childhood and continues into their adult lives and, subsequently, pushes their children, especially their daughters, into a similar, vicious cycle of denial and deprivation. 

Attitude of Women Towards their Children - A Mixed Bag of Prejudices, Ambitions and Aspirations 

· For all their children (both boys and girls, young and old), women articulated what they wished for them. They also spoke of what they liked and what they did not like in their children. At the same time they also disclosed, unwittingly, the differential attitude towards their sons and daughters  - the different set of desires and  expectations they had for daughters and sons. For instance, about 80 % of the women desired that their daughters should receive an education up to 8th class but, for their sons, all of them felt that they should study up to 10th or 12th class.

· They wanted their sons to learn vocational and/or technical skills in addition to  school education so that they could become economically self-sufficient. For their daughters, they felt that education should be so designed as to help them in their married and family lives. However, a few women wanted their daughters to be self-sufficient and self-reliant.

· Women clearly differentiated the needs in early childhood from those of the older children. They stated that young children mainly needed love and affection of their parents, food, play and good health care and……..

· Older children required education, earning opportunities, good clothes, healthy entertainment, friends and windows for information.

· Women were conscious of the fact that pushing older children into household and sibling care responsibilities was not a healthy option for either the older children or the younger child. They felt that, although the older children looked after the younger siblings to the best of their ability, being children themselves, they were not mature enough to handle the responsibility of childcare. It also had an adverse effect on their education. They felt that younger children were sick more often. Their food and nutritional needs couldn’t be looked after with same care and regularity  as an adult carer would be able to do. 

· There was agreement among women that their daughters need to be married off earlier than the sons. Despite agreeing that early marriage was not good for their daughters, they expressed their helplessness in not being able to prevent it. Ideally, they felt that girls should be married at the age of 17-18 years or more and sons should be married only when they are able to bear the economic burden of the family 

If to work mothers and fathers must go 

Must their children education forgoe?

In such a rain…..

In such a rain did our  hut come tumbling down

O look , look! Leave me to think, let me think….

Our little ones are shivering 

Not a dry cloth for covering 

O look ,look! Let me think, let me think  ( ponder?)


In such a rain, did our hut come tumbling down

O look , look! Leave me to think, let me think…

We had dreamed that we will get land

There will be schools, there will roads

Our eyes are open now, we are on the road

I want to dream, O let me dream..


In such a rain, did our hut come tumbling down

O look , look! Leave me to think, let me think…




We had wanted our little sisters to study




But our mothers went to labour

Day long I keep my little brother happy

Let me dream of school , O let me dream of school


In such a rain, did our hut come tumbling down

O look , look! Leave me to think, let me think…

Group discussions with children

Fourteen group discussions were held with 249 children, most of whom were involved in sibling care. These discussions contributed most crucially to understanding   the dynamics of the issue of sibling care. Group discussions vividly brought out the point of view of children on the issue and its relevant aspects.  These discussions were mirrors reflecting their pain, frustrations, helplessness, innocence and their dreams. Children’s voices represented a chimera of contradicting images and perceptions - some painful, others realistic, some joyous and full of hope and fantasy. At other times, they provided a glimpse of  a life situation pushing them to fit into adult shoes too soon. 

Key Points from Children’s Group Discussions  

· Most children stated that, to a large extent, they were shouldering the household responsibility, including the task of looking after the younger siblings when their mothers go out for work. Besides, going to school  (for those who were attending schools) and their play  time, children listed chores like cleaning, cooking, marketing, bathing, feeding, and keeping a watchful eye over their younger siblings. In some families, going out for wage work, was a part of their daily activities, which is otherwise the responsibility of elders.

· About 50 % of the children spoken to could not finish primary schooling and most of them were girls. In 90 % of the families girls were looking after their younger siblings, either along with their studies or after dropping out from the school. However boys were also not completely free from sharing the burden of household and childcare responsibilities.

· The main reason cited by children for dropping out from the school was poor economic condition of their parents. Looking after their younger siblings was another important reason for leaving school.  Individual family case studies also brought  this out as an important reason for girls to drop out from the school, especially, when the mother had to seek wage work outside the home to bolster the economic conditions of the family. 

· All through the group discussions, children seemed conscious of their manifold responsibilities, restricted opportunities and the yawning gap between their lives and the lives of rich children. A very strong desire for a better and bright future for their younger siblings reverberated through children’s discussions. 

· Most children said, “We would like our mothers to be able to look after our siblings with all care and attention while we would like to only play and study. We wish that our siblings get the complete love and attention of our parents.” 

· Children articulated the need for support and services to lessen their burden of childcare responsibilities. Many children talked about the need for crèches and balwadis. That children were able to think about and articulate the need for the provision of early childcare services from government and voluntary agencies, could be due to the presence of non-government organizations in their bastis who run these services.  

While talking about the circumstances leading to denial of their fundamental rights, children seemed to be extremely aware about, and closely involved in the realities of the situation in which their families were struggling to eke out an existence. They didn’t seem to complain too much about the adult chores they had to perform as part of their every day routine. They understood that the household and sibling care responsibilities placed on them were largely due to the economic impoverishment of their parents. Wherever government and non government organizations provided childcare and pre school services, older children were trying to utilize these services and attempting to fulfill some of their childhood aspirations. 

Reasons given by children for dropping out from the school

# poverty

# wage work

# household responsibility 

# sibling care

# illiteracy of parents

# preference given to religious education over formal school education  

# lack of an enabling environment in their basti
Daily routine of children consisted of:

#cleaning, washing, fetching water, cooking etc.

# attending school in the morning and doing household chores in the afternoon.

# attending non-formal education programmes 

# taking care of younger siblings

# rag picking

# playing and watching T.V

# wandering around in search of work

Differences pointed out by children between the lifestyles of rich and poor children 

Children living in big houses

# have access to costly and big toys, fancy cycles etc. Have easy and ready access to open spaces for playing. 

# have fixed hours and adequate time for eating, sleeping, studying and playing

# are free from household worries and responsibilities

# have all their desires fulfilled

# have access to facilities for creative activities such as drama, dance and painting etc.

# are able to study up to whatever level they desire 

# go to good schools for education

# move about in cars 
# able to think and plan for their future

# get the full attention, affection and care of their parents

Children living in jhuggi bastis

# do not have a suitable environment and facilities to pursue their studies

# have to take care of their siblings and do household work

# fall sick more often 

# do not get clean air and water

# do wage work 

# combine schooling with wage work and/or household responsibilities 
Dialogue box: “We can only dream of the kind of life rich children live.”                                                      

Games which children liked playing 

# gulli-danda, carom board, hot chase,

# glass pebbles, skipping rope, bat-ball, playing cards,

# hide and seek, make believe and simulation games (teacher-teacher, doll’s wedding etc.) 

 # kho-kho, maran-pitti, hop scotch, chasing the ball, top spinning,

# swimming in river Jamuna,

# playing with the friends in the play ground  

Favourite activities 

# playing, eating good food, watching television, tree climbing,

# eating out in a restaurant,

# loitering and visiting places,

# dancing,

# teasing friends while sitting in groups,

# learning new skills and going to work,

# reading stories

Older children’s feelings about the responsibility of sibling care

Dialogue1: “I love my siblings but there are many things I can’t do because of my responsibility. I can’t go anywhere. I beat her many times when she cries incessantly.”  

Dialogue 2: “When I am angry then I don’t like to take care of them.”

Aspirations of older children for their younger siblings 

# Good food and good home environment

# There should be crèches in the basti where infants get food and care 

# “Our siblings should get opportunities for good education.”

# “There should be no unhappiness in their lives”

# “They should have a life of satisfaction and fulfillment”

# “We will make them a successful person.” 

# “We want our brothers and sisters to get good employment opportunities”

# “We want our parents to look after them and give them all the time and love they need.”

“There should be a support system such that we aren’t deprived of our schooling and we aren’t forced to suppress the wishes which are very close to our heart.”                                                               
Sibling care - Some Case Studies 

The last leg of the research was designed to get a detailed and nuanced understanding of the various factors which impact the issue of sibling care by looking at the situations of the members of some chosen families.  In each of the families, sibling care was an issue  which impacted the lives of all the family members in many different ways. A detailed study was undertaken to find out and understand their daily routines, especially, of the women and children; their memories and experiences of childhood; their education, their work, their roles and responsibilities, their desires and expectations. It was hoped that the story emerging from each family case study would provide a qualitative, sociological as well as human picture of the issues  surrounding  sibling care.  

The case studies helped to bring in the personal and emotional dimensions of the larger   socio-cultural and the economic factors influencing the issue. This point of view tends to get lost or minimized in the effort to get at the big picture, which may present a body of research embellished with quantitative assessments, but in that process, lets the representative voice and gritty spirit of those under study, go unheard and unseen.

Effort was made to remain true to what and how children and their mothers had expressed themselves. The following section presents key words, happenings and experiences of the family members in order to bring to the fore their feelings of helplessness, hope, expectations, innocence and cynicism. It also throws light on the other social-economic factors  which they perceive to be influencing their choices or the lack of them. 

Nine NEENV partners undertook 14 case studies in their field areas. In addition, two case studies were undertaken to highlight the benefits arising from providing early childcare services such as crèches and pre school centres in the basti neighbourhood. In all the case studies, those families were selected where both mother and father were working, where families lived in impoverished conditions and, where one or more of the children was involved in sibling care. 

Key points from the case studies

Household aspects

· Almost all the families had migrated to Delhi from their villages in different parts of northern India in search of livelihood. With the exception of two families, who owned a small piece of land in a Re- settlement colony, the rest were living either as tenants or as squatters with permission from the labor contractor in kuchhi jhuggi basti settlements. 

· The socio-economic status of all the families was very weak. None of the families crossed the income threshold of Rs. 3000/-per month, which was the combined income of the husband and wife. On an average, a family’s income was between Rs. 2000-2500/month. In the social structure, these families were either from Dalit or OBC category. 

· One-third of the sample families in the case studies were Muslims, indicating that there is a very significant proportion of Muslim migrants who are also living an impoverished existence. 

· Living space per person was very cramped. Usually each family had between 6-9 members living in a small one-room jhuggi.  

· None of the families had adequate physical amenities. Household utility items such as cots, utensils, clothes or in some case even food were in short supply. 

· A new pair of clothes came mostly on festivals on occasions like Diwali and Eid. Sometimes, even that was not possible.

 A pucca and spacious house was one of the most cherished wishes of most children.

Aspects related to marriage and children 

· The age at marriage of women was between 13 to 18 years. Childbirth followed immediately after marriage. A common comment from all women was that the control and decisions over reproductive matters were completely governed either by their husbands or in compliance with the prescribed religious and cultural mores, or in accordance with their mother-in-law’s wishes. These decisions were related to use or not to use contraceptives or sterilization. 

· All the women stated that their deliveries were home-based and assisted by the traditional midwife of the basti.

· Cases of miscarriages and infant mortality were reported from 3-4 families. There was a general reluctance to talk about such matters. However, in one family a case of female feticide was also found but not communicated directly to the researcher. The researcher had information about this case from her earlier fieldwork in the community where she was working as a community mobilizer. 

· There was no mention about maternity entitlements from any of the women who were working in the unorganized sector. All of them returned to work between 8 to 25 days of childbirth.

· Most infants weren’t breast fed for six month. After the birth of first two children, they discontinued working for a spell longer than a month but subsequently, they returned to work leaving behind their one month old infants. 

· All the case studies strongly portrayed the denial of children’s right to safety, protection and health. Women, equally, had been denied their rights to equality, non-discrimination and maternity entitlements.  Having to leave behind an infant without adult care and protection and being compelled to give her/him a bottlefeed, are clear cases of violation of child rights. 

For all these women, “rest for our weary bodies and a rich, nutritious diet for ourselves is wishful thinking.”                                                            

Aspects related to health and nutrition

· The account of women’s health was almost the same in all the families. Successive childbearing had left them anemic and weak. The situation of increasing weakness and declining nutritional and health status was compounded by the increasing workload on the women. Health problems of low blood pressure, T.B, anemia, fatigue and regular sickness were common. Children were also in the grip of seasonal and generic diseases. In at least five to six families, there were instances of men folk suffering from long-term illnesses such as T.B, asthma and heart ailments.  In their field notes, the researchers observed that most family members looked undernourished and weak. 

· In a large family, which was the case for most of the families under study, children at the lower end of the birth order and girls, seemed to suffer from inadequate and non-enriching diet. Women didn’t report eating a more nutritious diet during pregnancy and lactation. Gender-based discrimination regarding the distribution of food, was another painful fact recorded in the case study notes. Half a litre of milk was generally purchased for preparing the morning tea and for the bottlefeed of young children. Using tinned milk for the infant was also a common dietary fact reported in the stories of the families. 

· Another familiar aspect of gender-based disparity in food distribution was confirmed by the case studies - women and their daughters ate after serving the men of the family. Interestingly, when the women went out to work, men, children and elders would serve themselves.

· In most of the families, eating meant two simple meals a day consisting of a dal and/or seasonal vegetables with a staple of potatoes added to the menu.  Many families said that eating rotis with green chilly paste when there was no dal or vegetable preparation, was also part of their dietary pattern.  Seasonal fruits were consumed once or twice a week and meat/ fish curry was prepared once or twice a month.

· Although families may be eating rotis with green chilli paste, the consumption of alcohol by the men folk was a rampant. This fact was disliked by all children, especially the girls. For one child, eating a  cauliflower vegetable dish appeared in her wish list.

· Another story repeated in many households, was about taking loans for medical treatment. In one family a loan of Rupees 15,000/- had to be taken when four children and the father fell sick at the same time. 

Educational and work status of the families

· There was a big difference in the educational status of and expectations from the boys and girls. In some cases economic obstacles came in the way; in others, it was lack of the parents’ interest  in  their children’s education, which particularly affected the girls. They were the first ones to be pulled out of school when the family faced difficult times. Despite impoverished conditions and lack of interest shown by one or both the parents, boys were sent to schools.

· In all the family case studies, men had educational qualifications up to 5th to 8th standard. Some women were illiterate and others had education up to 3rd to  5th  standard. In the present generation, only 40-50 % girls and 65 % boys were going to primary or middle school. In some bastis where non-formal educational centres were being run by non government organizations, drop-out and pre school age children were attending. Two girls had passed their 5th standard from one of the NFE centres. In another family, one girl was preparing for 10th standard with support from the non government organization by enrolling through the National Open School.

· Mothers were seen to be more eager to send their daughters to school. Fathers either resisted sending them to school because they considered it unimportant, or weren’t concerned, or too involved  in their own world of work and alcohol. Tales of unemployment, drinking, and domestic violence by men folk in these families were repeated time and again.

· In seven families, girls had to drop-out of school when women in the families had to go out to work. The primary reason for dropping out was because the girls had to take up the responsibility of child care in the absence of their mother. In three families, girls were also looking after their siblings while they continued their schooling.  In such instances, frequent absence from the school was a common occurrence. In four families, children who were involved in sibling care were going to the NFE centre of the non government organization and they brought their younger siblings along with them. 

· 95% families were working in the unorganized sector. All the women were in un-skilled/semi-skilled work. With the exception of a couple of men, the rest of the men folk were also working in un-skilled/semi-skilled jobs.

· Their work is neither permanent nor regular - this was especially true of men’s work in sectors such as construction work, paint work, factory job, rickshaw pulling or cottage industries. Women usually worked as construction workers or as domestic helpers, some of them sold vegetables, or ran a tea shop from home. Women worked on lower incomes and were more regular in their work. 

· Under the circumstances in which women were working, it didn’t seem odd to hear them saying, “if the husband’s income was sufficient to run the house, we wouldn’t be working.” “Who wants to do such work when there is neither respect nor proper remuneration for it?”  If they had a choice and the economic condition of their family was satisfactory, then most women said that they would not like to go out for work. In their view, the responsibility to run the house lies on men.  But “when he (man) can’t or won’t work, then we have to do it for the sake of our children”……..This was the heartfelt opinion expressed by most women in the case studies.

· Women could see the linkages between their work, education, economic and social status and its impact on their own and children’s lives. Women expressed the desire that, “our children should be educated enough so as not to live an impoverished existence as being lived by us and we want our children to have better lives than what we have for ourselves.”
 What did children say?

· None of the children had any aversion to what most children liked doing i.e.,  to play, to be with friends, to go out, eat good food and go to school. But most of these children could not do these things to their heart’s content.  Bearing the burden of household and childcare responsibilities which aren’t normally associated with childhood came in the way of their enjoyment. Only very young children, working children and school going boys had escaped from the drudgery of housework. 

· Getting a beating from their father, their drinking habits, the regular brawls and wife beating, was the  behaviour  the children most commonly disliked in  their fathers. They were afraid of getting punished by their father. They didn’t seem to mind their mother’s spanking them as much because they knew that she also loved them as much. Mother was the favourite choice of all the children when seeking a favor. Other was also the one who would  plead on their behalf, whether it was for sending the daughter to the non-formal education centre or allowing her to go out and play with friends.

· There was very little time in the daily routine of older girls in the family  which she could devote for herself. All responsibilities related to childcare and household work (cleaning, washing, cooking, feeding and serving, laying beds etc.) were laid on her shoulders in the mother’s absence. Even if the she were playing, she would carry the young one in her lap. Under such conditions, going regularly to school for 6 hours every day didn’t seem possible. But the other side of the same family story showed that sons from this family were being sent to school and extra coaching was also arranged for them. It was the girls who were paying the price of  the difficult situation faced by the family. However, the threshold for the boy’s schooling was also not pitched higher than 8th or 10th standard. Both the mother and sons felt that learning some trade and vocational skills would be more useful than more schooling.                                                          

· Unmindful of the flies, dirt and squalor around them, young children were mostly found playing, eating or sleeping. Images of semi-clad children running around, playing with broken toys or household articles, their feeder bottles lying on the ground or holding a piece of chappati in their hands, were as constant as photocopies. These children looked younger than their actual age. Many a times the researcher’s estimate of the children’s age proved incorrect when cross-checked with a family member. 

· Some children considered the task of looking after their younger siblings a responsibility from which they couldn’t escape, but for many children, this responsibility was accepted without questioning as if it was a natural extension of their childhood roles. All of them freely expressed their emotions of getting angry, abusing and beating their younger siblings, especially getting irritated with them during their playtime. But simultaneously they were also liberal in showing love and affection to their younger siblings. This affection is substantiated in their wish list – wanting for their siblings “all the comforts of the world and the best in life”. All of them echoed the desire that “our brothers and sisters should study and progress in life.”
· Do the older children have dreams for themselves ? The answer is  yes and no. Teasingly and with some hesitation, they came out with their desires –studying to their heart’s content, visiting places, aspiring to join the police or become a teacher. These free flowing wishes for themselves were tempered with expressions of helplessness and the fear of unfulfilled dreams.

Young children have been forsaken

Their Right to Education has been taken

Why do they only talk of schooling 

If from birth begins the process of learning?

Childcare is the first rung on which you climb the ladder of education 

The harshness of their life situations seemed to have shaken the self-image and confidence of these children.  They were conscious of the fact that they were poor and it affected their lives. But thank heavens, that their childhood kept surfacing when they played with their marbles or when they (boys) took a dip in Jamuna or when they were happily lost chatting and playing with their dear friends.  

Case Study I – The Story of Gita and her Daughters 

Gita, age 40 years, lives in Kakrolla basti of west Delhi. There are nine members in her family, three daughters, four sons, Gita and her husband.  Her husband runs a tea shop while Gita and her elder daughter work as domestic help in the neighborhood middle class colony. The husband’s earnings from the tea shop are low. 

Gita was married when she was 13 years old. Her first child was born to her at the age of 18 years. The economic status of the family worsened progressively with each new addition in the family. Earlier, every one in the family could get fruit and vegetables, now milk and fruit comes only for the youngest child who is 8 month old. Earlier, they were eating three meals a day, which now has been reduced to twice a day. The diet in the morning consists of dal and rice and in the evening it is roti eaten with a vegetable. Food is served to Gita’s husband first and then to the rest. Mother or the eldest daughter, who ever serves the food,  is the last one to eat. 

Gita’s husband was the only son of his parents. Therefore she was not allowed by her mother-in- law to use contraceptives because her she expected more than one grandson from her son and daughter -in- law. When asked whether she had taken a sex detection test, Gita replied in the negative. 

She and her husband migrated from their village to Delhi when it became difficult to sustain their livelihood from agriculture. After living in a rented jhuggi for sometime, they purchased their own jhuggi. Their jhuggi is a one-room structure with a kuccha rooftop. This room is used for sleeping, eating, cooking and playing for the younger children. There were only a few articles in the house such as one wooden bed, a few steel utensils and some worn clothes. A set of new clothes on Diwali or some other festive occasion was stitched for the family members. 

 When children fell ill, the services of the government hospital were used.  Common illnesses were  treated with home remedies such as drinking ginger tea or using tulsi leaves. Gita wanted to get her children educated but she couldn’t afford the expenses of buying school uniforms, stationery etc., for all children. She has been sending her younger children to the non-formal education centre run by a non- government organization. She would like to get her daughters married as soon as she would find a suitable match and saved some money to buy items for the dowry. For her sons, she wishes that they would take up some work for their livelihood. 

 Twelv-year old Khushboo looks after her younger siblings. She dropped out from the school when the third child was born in the family. Gita didn’t let her continue in the third class although Khushboo was very keen to continue her studies. This decision was primarily taken because Gita needed a helping hand to look after the young child when she and her elder daughter had to go out for work. Khushboo gets up at 6 A.M and has the full responsibility of managing the household chores once her parents and sisters leave for work. She bathes her younger brother and sister, washes clothes, cleans the utensils and feeds them. Sometimes doing all this work becomes a burden for her. At that moment she feels that her parents do not love her and that is why she has been left behind by them at home rather than sending her to the school.  Some times she feels that that is why they always leave her at home.

Khushboo says that she wants to study; she wants to become a teacher and wants to go on outings.
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Case Study II – The Story of Tauhida and her Family
Tauhida, aged 35 years, lives in Nangloi Resettlement Colony in West Delhi. She has five children-Naajia (16 years), Rajia (15 years),  Mijun Rehman (10 years), Aajim (7 years) and Shamir (2 years). Tauhida works as a domestic help in the neighborhod colony and earns Rupees1200/- per month. Her husband is a mason and he earns about Rupees 1500/- per month. His work is irregular and seasonal. He doesn’t help in the household work. He has a drinking habit and is perpetually in debt. Nazia, the eldest daughter, also accompanies her mother for work. Tauhida was married at the age of 15 years. Soon she became the mother of 5 children. A couple of infants died soon after birth. Their family migrated from a village in Manglore in search of work. They live in a rented jhuggi. Tauhida doesn’t like the basti environment in which she lives. There is only one small room in which all the family activities are performed.

There are few family possessions. They own a small black and white T.V set and one fan but both are out of order. She had to sell many of her household articles  which she had brought as part of her  dowry during two child births. Meals usually consisted of dal and roti and were cooked twice a day. Razia and Shamir stay behind at home when others leave for work. 

Razia has liking for carrot halwa; Nazia likes milk burfi, Azams likes sweet potatoes and Mijun and Rehman’s favourite dish is karrhi and rice. They don’t get to eat their favorite food often enough. 

This family has been constantly under the cloud of illness. Tauhida had a heart attack two years ago. She was prescribed a long-term treatment for which she often has to take small loans.  Azim and Shamir are susceptible to attacks of pneumonia. For their running noses and rheumy chests,  rubbing oil on their chest is the only remedy which they can afford.

Tauhida sometimes wonders, “If some thing happens to me, what will happen to the children?”

Tauhida had wished and hoped for a bright future for her children. She wanted her sons to become doctors and girls to become teachers. But in the existential struggle she wages, she is struggling to manage for two meals a day for them. Under such circumstances she feels that providing them good schooling is impossible.  However, she is sending Razia and Azim to a government school.

This year i.e., in 2002, Razia (15 years) would give her 10th class exams through National Open School with tutorial and financial support from a non-government organization. Razia looks weak and undernourished. Her studies suffer because she is not able to concentrate in their cramped living conditions. She also shares household responsibilities with her mother. Azim (7 years) has dropped out of formal school and, at present, is attending a non-formal education programme. 

Since the time Azim was 5 years old, he has been looking after his younger brother Shaamir who is 2 years old. Shaamir’s daily diet consists of dal and roti and no milk. Mijun Rehman (10 years) is working as an apprentice at a car repair workshop where he’s not paid because he is under training. 

Nobody speaks aloud when both the parents are at home. Nobody plays or laughs out loud because father has a bad temper and he often abuses them and picks up fights. Children feel happy and safe when their mother is at home. They look after her when she falls ill.
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Case Study III – Situation Analysis of Children in Kirby Place, Dhobhi Ghat Basti 

 In 200,1 Mobile Crèches began its initial work of doing a situation analysis for a 1500 household  basti in Kirby Place in west Delhi. The basti is inhabited mainly by the families of construction workers. These workers  don’t have regular work and are very poor. A baseline survey to find out  about the basic services available in the basti was undertaken by Mobile Crèches. The picture that emerged from the survey results and from its analysis was an eye opener. The basti is surrounded by an excellent network of educational and transport facilities because this settlement is situated in the Cantonment area.  There are a number of government and private schools – at Primary, Middle and Secondary level.  In spite of their presence, more than 55% of children from the basti were not going to any school. The reasons for not going to the school are given below:

	Total no. of houses
	Total no .of  females and males
	No. of working women
	No. of children

Age Group
	No. of children accompanying their mother to work
	No. of children involved in sibling care
	Working children

	
	Females  Males 
	
	0-3   3-6   6-14   14-18
	
	Boys   Girls 
	Boys  Girls 

	1494
	697         1994
	254
	408   294   560     159
	83
	14          27
	53        16


Out of  55% out of school children, 7% had left school to look after their younger siblings.  24 %  children were either never enrolled or they had dropped out before completing their primary schooling.  12 % were accompanying their mothers to the work place and the remaining 12 % children were working as laborers or as domestic help.

There are no Crèche services in this basti. A few NGOs are running NFE centres and balwadi programmes for young children of pre school age group. Unless there is commitment from the government and the contractors to provide basic childcare services as an entitlement, the  position of these children is unlikely to improve                                

 Poem

“When they work to earn their bread

No body looks after their children

There is no end to their work

 And just wages are not due to them”

Conclusions and Recommendations  

When this study was taken up with NEENV partner organizations we knew that sibling care is a case of violation of child rights. We also knew that this was a wide spread phenomenon in  poor households. Yet this issue has not been seriously discussed and highlighted at platforms for Children Rights or Child Labour. 

This research study has confirmed that Sibling Care is a multifaceted problem and its magnitude is significant enough to merit a serious effort for advocacy of provision of early childcare services for the children of the poor.  A very strong case has also emerged from the Study for the need to have a legal provision for maternity entitlements for women working in the unorganized sector.  The Study also made us come face to face with the emotional and humane  aspects (or the lack of it), inextricably woven around the issue of sibling care. The entire process of the study made us realize that this is a real issue affecting the bodies and souls of children and their families. 

Impoverished socio-economic conditions; unequal, exploitative and prejudicial social, cultural and religious norms and practices; and, a totally inadequate commitment from government and an indifference in response to the need to provide early childcare services, lie at the root of the problem of sibling care. 

In the current scenario of shrinking social commitment of the government to the poor, the situation of young children and poor working women seems quite dismal. Issues of early childcare have not yet  caught the attention of the planners, policy makers and child rights’ activists. The Study clearly establishes the need for all the individuals, groups and institutions working on child rights and women’s issues to be more pro active in demanding better services and entitlements for young children and working women in the unorganized sector. 

Steps which government institutions and agencies and civil society groups could take in this regard 

· Ensure equal and quality education for all children

· Provide crèches and pre school services for all young children 

· Create mechanisms for community partnership and ownership for providing early child care services

· Ensure good health and nutrition for all,  and 

· Dignity of life for all and opportunities for growth 

· Enforce Maternity Entitlements such as paid maternity leave, breast feeding breaks and other  maternity benefits 

Does it Read Like a Wish List?

The situational analysis from the Sibling Care Study clearly demands a response from all concerned with young children and women’s status. It calls for joint work towards making the wish list a reality. Strategies to demand/build/advocate for early childcare services and maternity entitlements need to be linked to the larger complex economic and socio cultural factors which impinge on the young child and on women.  

A Few Questions from the Study which Need to be Answered: 

· Is there a ray of hope for young girls that they may lead a life, which would be different from their mothers, free from deprivation and be able to live as empowered persons in control of their destinies ??? !!

· Will the small wishes of young children like eating to their heart and stomach’s content, free from pressure, filled with fun and time to play (read as “no baggage of adult responsibility), wearing clean clothes, going to the school everyday, going out with friends, having the fulfilling love and affection from both  parents be granted?

· Will a child of a poor mother get her/his right to be breast feed, have the undivided mother’s love and attention and be cared for and protected in the  her/his best interests?  

· Why does a poor woman have no choice but to leave behind her breast-feeding child in the care of another child for existential survival? Will she  be relieved from sitting on the horns of an emotional dilemma which forces her to choose between loving and caring for her child and economic necessity? 

· Why can’t poor children aspire to study beyond primary or middle level? Why there is such a huge rate of premature drop outs?  

· Why is childcare considered the almost exclusive responsibility of the mother or the girl child? Where and what is the responsibility of the government towards young children? 

THINK, BE ANSWERABLE AND DEMAND ANSWERS FROM OTHERS

Know about  NEENV

Introduction

FORCES has been working for the last ten years as an advocacy network to build up a demand for early childcare services and entitlements for women in the unorganized sector.  It has been networking with professional organizations, women’s groups, trade unions and community based organizations to  mobilize support for the issue. It has constantly endeavored to develop a critique of policy, and  push for integrating the issues of the young child across different sectors, programmes, partners and social campaigns. 

While building the space for policy level advocacy with the state institutions, it was also considered important to simultaneously build opinion at  the  ground level and raise the  demand for early child care services and maternity entitlements. Therefore, the need was felt to partner with and build capacities of community based NGOs on this issue. To serve this end, the  Delhi Chapter of FORCES came into existence in 1999. The chapter has its local name called NEENV, Delhi Basti Bal Vikas Samooh

WHAT IS NEENV GROUP?

Neenv is a representative forum consisting of Delhi-based voluntary organizations working in the slums and Resettlement Colonies of Delhi. It also has few individual members who are working in the related areas of child rights and development. 

Neenv is also working with other like-minded networks such as Delhi chapter of Jan Swasthya Abhiyan, Sanjha Manch and Delhi Bal Adhikar Manch

Objectives of NEENV

To build a demand for childcare services through multiple channels and processes 

To advocate for maternity entitlements for women in the unorganized sector

To mobilize and generate awareness on the issue at the field level

Names of the partner organizations of NEENV

RAINBOW, HOPE PROJECT, MOBILE CRECHES, NAVSARISHTI, ANKUR, A.V.BALIGAR MEMORIAL TRUST, .M.T. NAVJOYTI DEVELOPMENT SOCIETY, CHETANA WELFARE SOCIETY, SURAKSHT,  S.B.T. SAYA, KISLAY, VIDHYA JYOTI, NIRMAN, AALAMB.

